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(57) ABSTRACT

A light source unit is provided with a housing, a substrate, and
light-emitting devices. The light-emitting devices are
mounted on a mounting part of the substrate. A heat dissipa-
tion part extends from an outer edge of the mounting part in a
direction opposite to a light emitting direction of the light-
emitting devices. The mounting part is held on a bottom part
of'the housing. A peripheral groove part extends in the direc-
tion opposite to the light emitting direction along an outer
edge of the bottom part. The heat dissipation part is accom-
modated in the peripheral groove part.

8 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets
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1
LIGHT SOURCE UNIT HAVING A METALLIC
SUBSTRATE WITH A HEAT DISSIPATION
PART, AND VEHICULAR LAMP HAVING THE
LIGHT SOURCE UNIT

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a light source unit and a
vehicular lamp.

RELATED ART

JP-A-2010-135198 discloses a light source unit in which a
semiconductor light-emitting device and a control electronic
component are mounted on a bus bar assembly structured by
a plurality of bus bar arranged in a plane and a circuit is
defined.

When the light source unit as described above is used in a
vehicular lamp, it is necessary to replace or repair the light
source unit depending on a lifetime or a failure of the semi-
conductor light-emitting device or the electronic component.
Further, since a performance of the semiconductor light-emit-
ting device may be often degraded by heat, there is a need for
further improvement in a heat dissipation performance in
accordance with an increase in the number of semiconductor
light-emitting devices to be used.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

One or more embodiments of the invention provide a new
light source unit taking into account a heat dissipation per-
formance.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a horizontal sectional view showing a vehicular
lamp according to an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a sectional view taken along a line A-A of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken along a line B-B of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a front view showing a light source unit according
to the exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 5 is a perspective view showing the light source unit
according to the exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 6 is a side view showing the light source unit accord-
ing to the exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a rear view showing the light source unit accord-
ing to the exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 8 is an exploded perspective view showing the light
source unit according to the exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 9 is a schematic view showing a state where the light
source unit is mounted to a lamp body.

FIG. 10 is a view showing an area in the vicinity of a
mounting part of the light source unit in a rear side of the lamp
body.

FIG. 11 is a view showing a vehicular lamp in a state where
the light source unit is mounted to the lamp body, as seen from
the rear.

FIG. 12 is a view schematically showing a modification of
a positioning part of a housing.

FIG. 13 is a sectional view showing a main part in a state
where the light source unit is mounted to the lamp body.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

An exemplary embodiment will be described in detail with
reference to the accompanying drawings. The same or similar

10

35

40

45

65

2

reference numerals are applied to the same or similar parts,
elements and process throughout the drawings and a dupli-
cated description thereof will be omitted. Further, the
embodiment is only an example and not intended to limit the
invention. It should be noted that all the features and their
combinations described in the embodiment are not necessar-
ily considered as essential to the invention.

In the following description, a rear combination lamp
including a back lamp or stop lamp or the like is described as
an example of a vehicular lamp. The vehicular lamp is not
limited to theses lamps.

(Vehicular Lamp)

FIG. 1 is a horizontal sectional view showing a vehicular
lamp 10 according to the embodiment. FIG. 2 is a sectional
view taken along a line A-A of FIG. 1. FIG. 3 is a sectional
view taken along a line B-B of FIG. 1. In the following
description, for the convenience of explanation, an arrow F
shown FIG. 1 refers to a front side, an arrow R refers to a rear
side and an arrow W refers to a vehicle width direction.
However, it is noted that the directions referred to herein are
relative directions and an arrangement in an actual vehicular
lamp is not necessarily limited to these directions, (Through-
out this detailed description of the exemplary embodiment, an
irradiation direction of the vehicular lamp is expressed as a
“front direction”. Note that, when the vehicular lamp is the
rear combination lamp, the “front direction (of the vehicular
lamp)” corresponds to a rear direction of a vehicle body.)

The vehicular lamp 10 according to the embodiment
includes a light source unit 12 and a lamp body 14 to which
the light source unit 12 is removably mounted. The lamp body
14 has a concave part which is opened to the front. A cover 16
is mounted to the lamp body 14 to close the front side of the
concave part. A space surrounded by the lamp body 14 and the
cover 16 constitutes a lamp chamber 18.

The light source unit 12 is mounted from the rear side of an
opening 20 formed at the lamp body 14. Further, the light
source unit 12 is mounted to the lamp body 14 so that a
plurality of semiconductor light-emitting devices 22 such as
LED chips is located at the opening 20.

An inner lens 24 is provided in the lamp chamber 18. The
inner lens 24 is a transparent member which transmits the
light emitted by the semiconductor light-emitting devices 22
to the front and is configured by a resin material with color-
less, red color or orange color, or the like. Further, the inner
lens 24 is disposed to cover the opening 20. Thereby, the
semiconductor light-emitting devices 22 disposed at a posi-
tion corresponding to the opening 20 are not directly visible
from the front side of the vehicular lamp 10 and therefore
visual quality and design property of the lamp are improved.
(Light Source Unit)

The light source unit 12 is described in detail. FIG. 4 is a
front view showing a light source unit according to the
embodiment. FIG. 5 is a perspective view showing the light
source unit according to the embodiment. FIG. 6 is a side
view showing the light source unit according to the embodi-
ment. FIG. 7 is a rear view showing the light source unit
according to the embodiment. FIG. 8 is an exploded perspec-
tive view showing the light source unit according to the
embodiment.

The light source unit 12 according to the embodiment
includes the plurality of semiconductor light-emitting
devices 22, a bus bar 26 as a metallic substrate for mounting
the plurality of semiconductor light-emitting devices 22
thereon and a bottomed cylindrical housing 28 for containing
and holding the bus bar 26 therein. The plate-shaped bus bar
26 is produced by punching or bending a metallic plate such
as a cooper plate or an aluminum plate. Further, as the sub-
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strate for mounting the semiconductor light-emitting devices
22 thereon, a printed substrate or a flexible printed substrate
may be used. The housing 28 is made of a resin material, for
example.

The bus bar 26 according to the embodiment includes a
mounting part 26a for mounting the plurality of semiconduc-
tor light-emitting devices 22 thereon and a heat dissipation
part 265 which is formed to extend from an outer edge 26al
of the mounting part 26a toward a side opposite to a light
emitting direction of the semiconductor light-emitting
devices 22 and configured to dissipate heat emitted by the
semiconductor light-emitting devices 22. In addition to the
semiconductor light-emitting devices 22, a passive device 27
such as a resistor is mounted on the mounting part 26a.

The housing 28 includes a bottom part 28« for holding the
mounting part 26a and a peripheral groove part 285 which is
formed to protrude toward a side opposite to the light emitting
direction along an outer edge 28a1 of the bottom part 284 and
configured to accommodate the heat dissipation part 265 of
the bus bar 26. Further, a connector 30 connected to a wiring
is provided in a rear side of the housing 28 in order to enable
the power supply to the semiconductor light-emitting devices
22. Thereby, the heat emitted by the semiconductor light-
emitting devices 22 can be dissipated from the heat dissipa-
tion part 26b. Further, since the heat dissipation part 265 is
accommodated in the peripheral groove part 285 of the hous-
ing 28, it is possible to improve a drip-proof property of the
heat dissipation part 264.

FIG. 9 is a schematic view showing a state where the light
source unit is mounted to a lamp body. FIG. 10 is a view
showing an area in the vicinity of a mounting part of the light
source unit in a rear side of the lamp body. FIG. 11 is a view
showing a vehicular lamp in a state where the light source unit
is mounted to the lamp body, as seen from the rear.

As shown in FIG. 4 or FIG. 9, the housing 28 includes an
annular abutment part 28¢ at a front end in the light emitting
direction. The abutment part 28¢ is configured to come into
contact with four positioning parts 14« (see FIG. 10) formed
in the lamp body 14 when the light source unit 12 is inserted
into a mounting part 32 of the lamp body 14 from a side of the
lamb body 14 opposite to the lamp chamber 18. Although the
abutment part 28¢ according to the embodiment is configured
by a continuous annular plane, the abutment part may be a
plurality of protrusions arranged in an annular form, for
example. Further, although the positioning part 14a accord-
ing to the embodiment is a plurality of protrusions protruding
from a rear side of the lamp body 14, the positioning part may
be configured by a continuous annular plane, for example.
Thereby, the light source unit 12 can be accurately mounted to
a desired position of the lamp body 14 when replacing the
light source unit 12.

Further, the housing 28 is provided with convex parts 284
for performing the positioning of the housing in a circumfer-
ential direction (a direction of an arrow R shown in FIG. 4 or
FIG. 10) when the housing is mounted to the lamp body 14.
The convex parts 284 are formed to protrude in a radial
direction from an outer periphery of the housing 28. The lamp
body 14 includes engaging parts 145 which are engaged with
the convex parts 28d to perform the positioning of the housing
28 in the circumferential direction when the housing 28 is
mounted and openings 14¢ which is formed at positions cor-
responding to the plurality of semiconductor light-emitting
devices 22 of the light source unit 12 which is mounted at a
normal position.

The engaging part 145 according to the embodiment is a
concave part formed at a part of the outer periphery of the
mounting part 32. As the convex part 284 of the housing 28
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are fitted to the concave parts, the positioning between the
light source unit 12 and the lamp body 17 is achieved.
Thereby, the light source unit 12 can be accurately mounted to
a desired position (particularly, a circumferential position of
the mounting part 32) of the lamp body 14. Particularly, in a
case where the light source unit 12 includes the plurality of
semiconductor light-emitting devices 22, the plurality of
semiconductor light-emitting devices 22 is shifted from the
openings 14¢ of the lamp body 14 when the positioning in the
circumferential direction is shifted. Accordingly, in this case,
the effect of providing the convex parts 284 to the housing 28
becomes greater.

FIG. 12 is a view schematically showing a modification of
the positioning part of the housing. As shown in FIG. 12,
concave parts 28¢ may be formed at a part of the outer periph-
ery of the housing 28, as an example of the positioning part.
In this case, convex parts may be formed at a part of the outer
periphery of the mounting part 32, as an example of the
engaging parts of the lamp body 14.

The vehicular lamp 10 according to the embodiment
includes a fixing structure which removably fixes the light
source unit 12 and the lamp body 14. Specifically, as shown in
FIG. 10, two threaded grooves 14d are formed at a rear side of
the lamp body 14. Meanwhile, the housing 28 is also formed
with two through-holes 28/ (see FIGS. 4 and 5) so as to
correspond to the threaded grooves 144.

The light source unit 12 is fixed to the lamp body 14 by
passing screws 34 through the through-holes 28/ of the hous-
ing 28 from the rear side and screwing the screws into the
threaded grooves 144 of the lamp body 14. Further, when
replacing the light source unit 12, the light source unit 12 can
be detached from the lamp body 14 by removing the screws
34. Thereby, the light source unit 12 can be simply fixed to the
lamp body 14 while enabling the replacement of the light
source unit 12. Here, the number of the screw 34 is not limited
two but may be one, or three or more.

FIG. 13 is a sectional view showing a main part in a state
where the light source unit is mounted to the lamp body. As
shown in FIG. 13, the housing 28 is formed at its cylindrical
side surface 28/ with a peripheral groove 28g in which an
O-ring 36 as an annular sealing member can be mounted and
the O-ring is adapted to seal between the lamp body 14 and
the housing 28. Thereby, as the O-ring 36 is mounted in the
peripheral groove 28g, water is prevented from entering the
interior of the housing 28 or the lamp chamber 18 and there-
fore it is possible to further reduce failure or deterioration of
the semiconductor light-emitting devices 22 or the bus bar 26.

Hereinabove, although the invention has been described
with reference to the exemplary embodiment, the invention is
not limited to the exemplary embodiment and suitable com-
binations or modifications are also included in the present
invention. Further, the combinations or orders of processes in
the exemplary embodiment could be appropriately changed,
or various modifications such as design modification could be
made to the embodiments, based on the knowledge of those
skilled in the art. Such modifications can be also included in
the scope of the invention.

In accordance with embodiments, a light source unit may
include: a housing 28; a substrate 26 accommodated in the
housing 28; and a plurality of light-emitting devices 22
mounted on the substrate 26. The substrate 26 may include: a
mounting part 26a on which the plurality of light-emitting
devices 26 are mounted; and a heat dissipation part 265
extending from an outer edge of the mounting part 264 in a
direction opposite to a light emitting direction of the light-
emitting devices 22, wherein heat from the light-emitting
devices are dissipated from the heat dissipation part 265. The
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housing 28 may include: a bottom part 28a on which the
mounting part 26q is held; and a peripheral groove part 285
extending in the direction opposite to the light emitting direc-
tion along an outer edge of the bottom part 28a, wherein the
heat dissipation part 265 is accommodated in the peripheral
groove part 285.

According to this structure, the heat generated by the semi-
conductor light-emitting devices can be dissipated from the
heat dissipation part. Further, since the heat dissipation part is
accommodated in the peripheral groove part of the housing, it
is possible to improve a drip-proof property of the heat dis-
sipation part.

In accordance with embodiments, the housing 28 may
include an annular abutment part 28¢ at a front end in the light
emitting direction. The abutment part 28¢ may contact with a
positioning part 14a of a lamp body 14 when the light source
unit 12 is inserted into a mounting part 32 of the lamp body 14
from a side of the lamb body opposite to a lamp chamber 18.

According to this structure, the light source unit can be
accurately mounted to a desired position of the lamp body
when replacing the light source unit.

In accordance with embodiments, the housing 28 may
include a peripheral groove 28g on a cylindrical side surface
of'the housing 28. An annular sealing member 36 mounted in
the peripheral groove 28g may define a seal between a lamp
body 14 and the housing 28 when the light source unit 12 is
attached to the lamp body 14.

According to this structure, as the sealing member is
mounted in the peripheral groove, water is prevented from
entering the interior of the housing and therefore it is possible
to further reduce failure or deterioration of the semiconductor
light-emitting devices or the metallic substrate.

In accordance with embodiments, a vehicular lamp 10 may
include: a lamp body 14; and a light source unit 12 detachably
attached to the lamp body 14. The light source unit 12 may
include: a housing 28; a substrate 26 accommodated in the
housing 28; and a plurality of light-emitting devices 22
mounted on the substrate 26. The substrate 26 may include: a
mounting part 26a on which the plurality of light-emitting
devices 26 are mounted; and a heat dissipation part 265
extending from an outer edge of the mounting part 264 in a
direction opposite to a light emitting direction of the light-
emitting devices 22. Heat from the light-emitting devices
may be dissipated from the heat dissipation part 265. The
housing 28 may include: a bottom part 28a on which the
mounting part 26a is held; a peripheral groove part 286
extending in the direction opposite to the light emitting direc-
tion along an outer edge of the bottom part 28a, wherein the
heat dissipation part 265 is accommodated in the peripheral
groove part 28b; and a convex part 28d or a concave part 28e.
The lamp body 14 may include: an engaging part 145 engaged
with the convex part 284 or the concave part 28 to position
the housing in a circumferential direction when the light
source unit 12 is attached to the lamp body 14; and a plurality
of openings 14¢ formed at positions corresponding to the
plurality of light-emitting devices 22 of the light source unit
12 which is attached to the lamp body 14 at a normal position.

According to this structure, the light source unit can be
accurately mounted to a desired position of the lamp body.

In accordance with embodiments, the vehicular lamp 10
may further include an optical member 24 provided in a lamp
chamber 18 of the lamp body 14 and disposed to cover the
openings 14¢ of the lamp body 14.

According to this structure, the semiconductor light-emit-
ting devices disposed at a position corresponding to the open-
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ing are not directly visible from the front side of the lamp and
therefore visual quality and design property of the lamp are
improved.

In accordance with embodiments, the vehicular lamp 10
may further include a fixing structure 144, 28/, 34 that detach-
ably fixes the light source unit 12 to the lamp body 14.

According to this structure, it is possible to fix the light
source unit to the lamp body while enabling the replacement
of the light source unit.

Further, any combinations of the above-described features
and optional modifications into methods, apparatuses and
systems may be effective as embodiments of the present
invention.

According to embodiments, it is possible to provide a new
light source unit taking into account the heat dissipation per-
formance.

What is claimed is:

1. A light source unit comprising:

a housing;

a metallic substrate accommodated in the housing; and

a plurality of light-emitting devices mounted on the metal-

lic substrate;

wherein the metallic substrate includes:

a mounting part on which the plurality of light-emitting
devices are mounted; and

a heat dissipation part extending from an outer edge of
the mounting part in a direction opposite to a light
emitting direction of the light-emitting devices,
wherein heat from the light-emitting devices are dis-
sipated from the heat dissipation part, and

wherein the housing includes:

a bottom part on which the mounting part is held; and

aperipheral groove part extending in the direction oppo-
site to the light emitting direction along an outer edge
of'the bottom part, wherein the heat dissipation part is
accommodated in the peripheral groove part.

2. The light source unit according to claim 1,

wherein the housing includes an annular abutment part at a

tip end in the light emitting direction, and

wherein the abutment part is configured to come into con-

tact with a positioning part of a lamp body when the light
source unit is inserted into a mounting part of the lamp
body from a side of the lamb body opposite to a lamp
chamber.

3. The light source unit according to claim 1,

wherein the housing includes a peripheral groove on a

cylindrical side surface of the housing, and

wherein an annular sealing member mounted in the periph-

eral groove defines a seal between a lamp body and the
housing when the light source unit is attached to the
lamp body.

4. A vehicular lamp comprising:

a lamp body; and

a light source unit detachably attached to the lamp body,

wherein the light source unit includes:

a housing;

a metallic substrate accommodated in the housing; and

a plurality of light-emitting devices mounted on the
metallic substrate;

wherein the metallic substrate includes:

a mounting part on which the plurality of light-emitting
devices are mounted; and

a heat dissipation part extending from an outer edge of
the mounting part in a direction opposite to a light
emitting direction of the light-emitting devices,
wherein heat from the light-emitting devices are dis-
sipated from the heat dissipation part,
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wherein the housing includes:
a bottom part on which the mounting part is held;
aperipheral groove part extending in the direction oppo-
site to the light emitting direction along an outer edge
of'the bottom part, wherein the heat dissipation part is
accommodated in the peripheral groove part; and
a convex part or a concave part, and
wherein the lamp body includes:
an engaging part engaged with the convex part or the
concave part to position the housing in a circumfer-
ential direction when the light source unit is attached
to the lamp body; and
a plurality of openings formed at positions correspond-
ing to the plurality of light-emitting devices of the
light source unit which is attached to the lamp body.
5. The vehicular lamp according to claim 4, further com-
prising an optical member provided in a lamp chamber of the
lamp body and disposed to cover the openings of the lamp
body.
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6. The vehicular lamp according to claim 4, further com-
prising a fixing structure that detachably fixes the light source
unit to the lamp body.

7. The vehicular lamp according to claim 4,

wherein the housing includes an annular abutment part at a

tip end in the light emitting direction,

wherein the abutment part is configured to come into con-

tact with a positioning part of the lamp body when the
light source unit is inserted into a mounting part of the
lamp body from a side of the lamb body opposite to a
lamp chamber.

8. The vehicular lamp according to claim 4,

wherein the housing includes a peripheral groove on a

cylindrical side surface of the housing, and

wherein an annular sealing member mounted in the periph-

eral groove defines a seal between the lamp body and the
housing.



